
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

July 9, 2020 
 
Robert R. Bistry, AIA 
Built Form, LLC 
935 W. Chestnut St., Suite 520 
Chicago, IL 60642 
 
RE: Use of EIFS in a Primary Fire District 

2012 NCBC Section D102.2.11 

Mr. Bistry: 

This letter is in response to your request for formal interpretation dated June 24, 2020 that was received 
in NCDOI by email on June 30, 2020.  Your letter indicates request for interpretation regarding the use of 
EIFS in a primary fire district as it relates to 2012 NC Building Code (NCBC), Section D102.2.11.  In 
particular the issue is related to a current project at 466 Hay Street, Fayetteville, NC.  Your question, in 
my words, is: 

Does 2012 NC Building Code, Section D102.2.11 – Plastic Veneer prohibit the use of Exterior 
Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) on the exterior of a building located in the primary fire district? 

Code Analysis: 

As you probably know, the purpose of Appendix D is to reduce the risk of fire and the spread of fire 
within the more densely built area of a fire district.  Section D102.2.11 is then part of that purpose.  
D102.2.11 does indeed use the term “plastic veneer” just as does Section 2605.  Like the attached letter 
that you provided from Carolina Specialty Engineering dated June 1, 2020, I would conclude that the 
code intends to limit the application of D102.2.11 to products that fall within the scope of Section 2605. 

EIFS is actually, as the name indicates, a system.  It is made up of a foam plastic insulation covered with 
a fiber cement material.  The cement material is then the exterior finish and the foam plastic an 
insulation. 

Conclusions: 

The fiber cement material of the EFIS is the exterior finish.  The foam plastic of the EIFS is insulation 
material located behind the finish material and is not required to comply with D102.2.11.  However, the 
exterior wall upon which the EIFS is installed is required to comply with Sections D102.2.1, D102.2.6, 
Table 601, Table 602, and Section 705.5 regarding fire resistance rating.  The EIFS must be tested as part 
of any exterior rated wall assembly to ensure the rating is not compromised by the additional fuel load 
of the EIFS.  The foam plastic of the EIFS must also comply with Section 2603 – Foam Plastic Insulation as 
required by Section 1408.1. 



 

 

Professional Caution: 

Although the NCBC currently allows the use of EIFS on high-rise buildings it would be professionally 
prudent to not place such material on the exterior of a high-rise building in light of recent fire events 
involving high-rise buildings with EIFS exteriors.  A fire that reaches the exterior of the building could 
extend beyond the reach of firefighting equipment and pose additional unnecessary risk to the 
occupants and the building. 

As a matter of reference, a copy of your letter of request for formal interpretation (Attachment A below) 
and associated exhibits are included with this letter. 

Please call if you have comments or questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Carl Martin, RA 
Chief Code Consultant 
 
cc: File 

Robbie Davis, Chairman – BCC 
Daniel Priest, Chairman Building Standing Committee – BCC 
Wayne Hamilton, Chairman Fire Prevention Standing Committee – BCC 
Cliff Isaac, Deputy Commissioner of Engineering – NCDOI 
Jason Everage – Fayetteville Chief Building Official 
Mike Hill – Fayetteville Fire Chief 
 



 

 

ATTACHEMNT A 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


